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City hall events 
halted by panes 
of broken glass 

BREAK Visitors to city hall 
are being kept away from 
the massive City Room, 
looked down upon by 111 
panes of glass that cracked 
during a vicious wind¬ 
storm last month. 

The city is testing to de¬ 
termine whether the bro¬ 
ken glass is a risk, and 
whether to let people back 
into the room. 

New panes of glass have 
been ordered to replace 
the broken ones, but will 
take eight weeks to arrive. 

All events scheduled to 
take place in the City 
Room until Nov. 30 have 
been cancelled. City offi¬ 
cials are looking for an al¬ 
ternate location to host the 
ever-popular Holiday Mag¬ 
ic program, and welcome 
suggestions for a spot in 
the downtown core. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Automotive pg 14 





VWTiguan a 
too-cute ute 



Tour history in 
Harran's ruins 



New Kids On The Block show off some old-time moves last night at Rexall Place. The former pop icons are touring with supporting 
acts Natasha Bedingfield and Lady Gaga, keeping fans up well past what their bedtimes likely would have been at the band's peak. 


Surplus shrinks to $2B 


Econonnic nneitdown takes big bite out of Alberta books 


other fiscal update highlights 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(ametronews.ca 


The world financial melt¬ 
down and falling oil prices 
have eaten away billions 
of dollars from Alberta’s 
budget surplus — so much 
that the province will 
refrain from putting mon¬ 
ey into its rainy day fund, 
its finance minister said. 

The government is now 
expecting a $2 billion sur¬ 
plus at the end of the year. 
Finance Minister Iris Evans 
announced in a second 
quarter report yesterday. 
That’s far from an $8.5 bil¬ 
lion surplus she predicted 
in the first quarter when a 


barrel of oil was hovering 
around $147 last summer. 

And despite the hit to its 
budget, the government 
will invest $2 billion into 
carbon and capture storing 
technologies, but it will no 
longer spend $3 billion to 
put into savings, including 
its Heritage Savings Trust 
Fund — which has 
dropped $1.2 billion in val¬ 
ue in the last six months. 

The economic crunch is 
also forcing the govern¬ 
ment to hold nearly $225 
million of its $2 billion 
fund for public transit. 

Evans says Canada’s oil- 
rich province is not im¬ 
mune to crumbling mar¬ 
kets, especially after many 


• Finance Minister Iris Evans 
says the government's prom¬ 
ise to eliminate health care 
premiums still stands, despite 
the hit to its surplus. Albertans 
will no longer be required to 
pay for premiums in January. 

oil companies have can¬ 
celled plans for upgrades in 
Alberta, but the province is 
still in good shape. 

“I think we can consider 
ourselves lucky,” said Evans 
who warned next year’s 
budget could be tighter. 
“We’re in a province with a 
debt that’s paid down, the 
lowest income taxes, no 


• Revenues for the province 
are forecast to be at $39-9 bil¬ 
lion, an increase of $1.3 billion 
from the budget. 

• Expenses are expected to be 
at $37.9 billion, an increase of 
$905 million from the budget. 

provincial sales tax, lowest 
corporate taxes in a 
province that will have a 
surplus and a province that 
will have a budget that will 
meet targets.” 


Watch opposition reaction 
to the budget update at 
metronews.ca/local 



Court hears 
of Steinke's 
alleged 
confession 


KRISTA SYLVESTER 

Metro Canada 


MURDER TRIAL A COUrt 
heard testimony yesterday 
detailing an alleged confes¬ 
sion to another inmate 
that accused killer Jeremy 
Steinke killed his girl¬ 
friend’s parents. 

The jury 
heard testi- 
mony from She did 

a Medicine the 
Hat sheriff brother, 

that Steinke ' 

was over- and I did 

heard the mom 
telling an j „ 

“She did the Testimony 

brother, and of alleged 
1 did the r 
mom and COnfeSSlOn 

dad.” 

Sean McGuigan testified 
that the alleged conversa¬ 
tion took place in May 
2006. Steinke was being 
transferred from the court¬ 
house to the Remand Cen¬ 
tre in Medicine Hat, the 
city where the murders oc¬ 
curred. 

Steinke, now 25, is fac¬ 
ing three first-degree mur¬ 
der charges in the April 
2006 killings of his ex-girl¬ 
friend’s parents and her 
eight-year-old brother. The 
trial continues today. 
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INTRODUCING ROLLOVER 
MINUTES, ONLY FROM BELL 


Now you con roll this month’s unused minutes 
into the next. Get plans starting at aniy $30 
per month and enjoy: 

• 300 local anytime minutes, which can be 
rolled over for one month' 

• Unlimited night and weekend lacal minutes 
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BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave. S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 

Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall - kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre - kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall - kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANMORE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 

6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre - kiosk II 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre - kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
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MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 
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CP holiday train hits Josephburg 

Want to escape the city this holiday season? Escape to Josephburg on Dec. 12, when the CP Rail holiday train hits town covered in thousands of Christmas lights. 
The free event will feature a concert by Johnny Reid and Tracey Brown. More information is available at www.strathconacounty.com. metro edmonton 
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SnowBall turns 6 

The Cross Cancer Institute is proud to throw its sixth an¬ 
nual SnowBall on Nov. 20 at the Sutton Place Hotel. The 
charity fundraiser is a cocktail party and dance, benefit- 
ting cancer research. Tickets are $30 and available by 
calling (780) 432-8500. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Syncrude agrees 
to pay Alberta 
royalty deal 

JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(ametronews.ca 


Survivor of B.C. crash 
amazes his doctors 


Mayor to trim budget fat 


ROYALTIES Synciude Cana¬ 
da Ltd., has struck a deal 
with the Alberta govern¬ 
ment on a new royalty 
regime. 

The payments would 
begin in 2010 and would 
run through 2015, and 
the owners of the oil- 
sands giant have agreed 
to pay royalties based on 
the cost of bitumen 
instead of crude in the 
new year. 

The new deal would 
mean the company will 
pay an additional $975 
million in royalties, the 
province and the compa¬ 
ny jointly announced yes¬ 
terday. 

Premier Ed Stelmach 
said the agreement with 
Syncrude is similar to an 
agreement with Alberta’s 
other oilsands giant, Sun- 
cor. In the past two 
months, a number of oil 
sands developers have an¬ 
nounced delays to 
billions of dollars in proj¬ 
ects as oil prices have fall¬ 
en toward $50 US a 
barrel, down from this 
summer’s high of about 
$147 US, and financial 
markets have sputtered. 

WITH FILES FROM REUTERS 


metr^ews.ca 

What's online today. 


Movie showtimes, trailers 
reviews and tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 
Watch as 
* Winnipeg's zoo 
mourns the loss 
of the world's 
oldest polar 
bear at 

metronews.ca/ 
Canada 


MARIA COOTAUCO 

for Metro Canada 


The lone Edmonton-area 
survivor of a plane that 
went down on an island 
north of Vancouver on 
Sunday killing seven pas¬ 
sengers is expected to 
make a full recovery with¬ 
in two to three weeks. 

“The long-term progno¬ 
sis is veiy good,” Dr. Antho¬ 
ny Papp, director of the 
burn unit at Vancouver 
General Hospital, said yes¬ 
terday. 

“Most likely, he’s not go- 


MURDER Police in Fort McMur- 
ray are seeking a person of in¬ 
terest in relation to a recent 
homicide. Daniel Asarfo-Adjei, 
a 17-year-old from Toronto, was 
gunned down in a home on 
Main Street early Nov. 9. Wit¬ 
nesses described the person of 


ing to need any surgeiy.” 

Thirty-six-year-old Tom 
Wilson of Fort Sask¬ 
atchewan was on his way 
north to train em¬ 
ployees with a min¬ 
ing and construction 
firm when the Pacif¬ 
ic Coastal Air Grum¬ 
man Goose plane he 
was riding in 
crashed into a 
mountain on South 
Thormanby Island. 

“He flies all the 
time,” said Wilson’s 
brother Michael, who 
drove to Vancouver from 
the family’s home in Fort 


interest as a slim black male, 
approximately six feet tall, with 
short hair, wearing baggy jeans 
and a puffy black parka with a 
white or reflective stripe on the 
hood. Anyone with information 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS. 


Saskatchewan with their 
father. 

“He’s in a plane twice, 
three times a week.” 

After the crash, 
Wilson hiked for 
more than two hours 
to a beach where he 
was rescued by Coast 
Guard volunteers — 
a feat that astounded 
his doctors. 

“It’s inexplicable 
to me,” said Dr. John 
Reid, Wilson’s at¬ 
tending physician. 
“It’s remarkable he hasn’t 
suffered any serious inter¬ 
nal injuries.” 


HEALTH Nan Phung Supermar¬ 
ket re-opened Monday after it 
was shut down last week due to 
numerous health violations. 
Among the problems noted by 
inspectors were blood spilled 
on the floor and a severe mouse 
infestation, metro edmonton 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@nnetronews.ca 


POLITICS Mayor Stephen 
Mandel is cutting the fat out 
of city administration’s pro¬ 
posed budget, and says he’s 
confident next year’s prop¬ 
erty-tax hike could drop 
from the suggested 13.1 per 
cent to 3.75 per cent. 

“We’ve got to tighten up 
our belts just like eveiy- 
body else does,” Mandel 
said at a news conference 
yesterday. “We’re not ex¬ 
empted from the challenges 
the world is facing.” 

After attending 12 town 
hall-style meetings, the 
mayor says he agrees with 
residents that a double-digit 
tax increase is unacceptable. 

Mandel predicts the pro¬ 
posed adjustments will 
keep the tax increase in line 
with the expected rate of in¬ 
flation, and said the city 
won’t have to cut services to 
do it. He said that through 
cutting gratuitous expendi¬ 
tures like over-stocked, un¬ 


der-efficient city vehicles 
and unnecessary travel, ad¬ 
ministration can trim the 
fat without taking away 
from our quality of life. 
“When you look at the cuts, 
there are some that are rev¬ 
enue-generated, and some 
that are adjusting for budg¬ 
et,” he said. 

Taking centre-stage in the 
mayor’s plan to eliminate a 
double-digit tax increase is 
his desire to see crumbling 
neighbourhoods repaired. 

Mandel wants to change 
the way the city raises mon¬ 
ey for neighbourhood up¬ 
grades with a reduced levy 
backing a loan plan to pay 
for repairs over many years. 

Canadian Taxpayers Fed¬ 
eration spokesman Scott 
Hennig said he’s supportive 
of the Mayor’s plans. 

“They can make a lot of 
cuts to non-core services. 
You can cut $17 million by 
having community and 
neighbourhood support 
services in cut half They 
could eliminate $5 million 
in arts funding.” 



Screening Cancer’s early warning signs 



Elsie Christie has her skin checked by Dr. Eunice Chow, a dermatology resident at the U of A hos¬ 
pital, during a skin-cancer screening event held at the legislature yesterday afternoon. The event 
was aimed to make people aware of the early warning signs skin cancer. 


News in brief 


hospital 

• Tom Wil¬ 
son's doctors 
say he is ex¬ 
pected to re¬ 
main in hospi¬ 
tal for a few 
more days. 



Mime For hire 

1 


Schuyler Snowdon does his best to make people laugh while 
clowning around as a mime on stilts yesterday afternoon at 
Churchill Square. Snowdon, who had a giant For Hire sign 
around his neck, says he is trying to establish himself, having 
recently arrived in Edmonton. 
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Trial for murdered B.C. girl begins in China 

A trial began Monday in China for the 18-year-old Chinese man accused of murdering B.C. model Diana O'Brien in Shanghai in July. Chi¬ 
na's official Xinhua news agency reported that the hearing for the accused, Chen Jun, lasted about two hours, cbc news online 



Canada 


Men plead guilty in horse deaths 

Two men who faced charges after the carcasses of nearly 30 horses were dis¬ 
covered at a farm near Andrew, Alta., each pleaded guilty yesterday to one 
count of allowing animals to be in distress. Axel Hinz-Schleuter and Dale Hu¬ 
ber were originally charged with 12 of the distress counts under the Animal 
Protection Act, but the Crown withdrew the remaining 11 charges after 
guilty pleas were entered on the one count. cbc news online 


Protesters seek 
media spotlight 


Activists plan a major 
protest tomorrow to spot¬ 
light issues not covered in 
tourism brochures in 
hopes of getting coverage 
from 200 international 
journalists gathering in 
Vancouver this week to 
check out the city and its 
Olympic venues. 

The international media 
are in town to attend the 
2010 World Press Briefing 
event held by the Vancou¬ 
ver Olympic organizing 
committee. Journalists 
have been taken on tours 
and out to dine in some of 
the city’s best restaurants 
as tourism associations 
hope to generate stories 
about Vancouver ahead of 
the Olympic Games. 


But protesters have oth¬ 
er plans. Activists from a 
coalition called the Oly¬ 
mpics Resistance Network 
are hoping to draw atten¬ 
tion instead to the prob¬ 
lem of homelessness on 
Vancouver streets, the en¬ 
vironmental impact of the 
Games and the theft of in¬ 
digenous lands to prepare 
for the Olympics. 

“We would like the inter¬ 
national media to under¬ 
stand that British Colum¬ 
bia is a leader in homeless¬ 
ness and poverty,” said 
Jean Swanson, one of the 
activists with of Raise the 
Rates, a group advocating 
for increases to the mini¬ 
mum wage. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Women Ski jump in 2010? 



Canadian ski jumper Zoya Lynch talks to reporters during a 
news conference in Vancouver yesterday. There is still enough 
time for women's ski jumping to make it into the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games in Vancouver even though a court has delayed 
hearing the challenge until April. 
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Milliken returned as 
Speaker of the House 


POLITICS They called for 
change, but in the end 
they stuck with experience 
and a side of optimism. 

Peter Milliken, the Liber¬ 
al MP from Kingston and 
the Islands who has been 
Speaker of the House of 
Commons since 2001, was 
re-elected by fellow MPs to 
the prestigious and de¬ 
manding post yesterday. 

It took five ballots for 
Milliken, challenged by 
seven other MPs, to win 
back his job. Many of the 
challengers campaigned 
on promises of restoring 
order and civility to the 
Commons, the scene of 
rancorous, partisan ex¬ 
changes in recent years. 

The Commons convened 
yesterday for the first time 
since the Oct. 14 election. 



Peter Milliken 


The government’s throne 
speech will be read today. 

In the new minority Par¬ 
liament, the Conservatives 
hold 143 seats, the Liberals 
77, the Bloc Quebecois 49 
and the New Democratic 
Party 37. There are two in¬ 
dependent MPs — Andre 
Arthur and Bill Casey. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Ontario approves new 
passport alternative 


Cost 


POLITICS Ontario has 
cleared the way for new 
high-tech photo identifica¬ 
tion cards that would serve 
as an alternative to 
a passport when 
crossing the U.S. 
border on land. 

The legislature 
voted 71-10 yester¬ 
day in favour of a 
law allowing the 
enhanced cards, de¬ 
spite objections 
that personal infor¬ 
mation on the cards could 
be stored on U.S. computer 
systems or snooped upon 
electronically. 

“This will be open to 


• The price of 
the IDs will be 
less than the 
cost of a pass¬ 
port. 


fraud, there’s no ques¬ 
tion,” said New Democrat 
MPP Gilles Bisson (Tim- 
mins-James Bay), whose 
party voted against 
the bill. 

Transportation 
Minister Jim Bradley 
said the cards will be 
an alternative to 
having to get a pass¬ 
port by the time 
new U.S. rules for 
land border cross¬ 
ings take effect next 
June. Under the new rules, 
either a passport or en¬ 
hanced ID must be pro¬ 
duced at border crossings. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


DRIVERS Ontario has intro- their system when they're be- 

duced legislation which will hind the wheel and limit teen 

make it illegal for drivers passengers to one. 

under 2i to have any alcohol in torstar news service 
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Mortgage protection for new homeowners. Know your options. 
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Obama names his attorney general 

President-elect Barack Obama has decided on Eric Holder, a former senior official in 
the Clinton administration, to be attorney general, Newsweek has reported, reuters 



World 




Hillary’s job may depend on Bill 

If Senator Hillary Clinton is to be picked by U.S. president-elect Barack Oba¬ 
ma as his secretary of state, it may well depend on a review of the business 
activities of her husband, former president Bill Clinton. Obama’s transition 
team is believed to be looking at Bill Clinton's post-White House work to re¬ 
view whether his international philanthropic and business dealings would 
pose a conflict of interest if his wife were secretary of state. reuters 


Spy sparks Cold War fears 


Control of state secrets 


A spy dragged in from the 
cold. NATO secrets pipe¬ 
lined to Moscow. 

Warnings of ''catastroph¬ 
ic” damage to Western se¬ 
curity. 

News of the arrest of a 
senior Estonian defence 
ministry official on treason 
charges has set old alarm 
bells ringing, and revived 
Cold War fears of Russian 


penetration of the West’s 
closely held secrets. 

The accused official, 
Herman Simm, 61, has 
been under investigation 
for months, and was 
seized in September. 

Simm is accused of us¬ 
ing a radio transmitter to 
send classified information 
to Russia, including NATO 
plans for Kosovo’s inde- 


• Simm had years of control 
over Estonia's computerized 
state secrets — including NA- 

pendence, U.S. missile-de- 
fence details and notes on 
last summer’s war be¬ 
tween Russia and Georgia. 
Officials in Germany and 


TO, UN and EU documents — 
as the chief of the defence 
ministry's security department. 

Estonia have described the 
potential damage of his ac¬ 
tions as “catastrophic” and 
“historic.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


MIDEAST Israel resealed border 
crossings with the Gaza Strip 
yesterday, blaming continued 
rocket fire at its towns, despite 
warnings from world aid groups 
of looming shortages of food 
and fuel in the coastal territory. 


DISEASE A tick-borne infectious 
disease spreading in the United 
States and Europe has been 
identified for the first time in 
China, where it apparently 
passed from person to person, 
Chinese researchers said. The 


disease — human granulocytic 
anaplasmosis (HGA) — is 
marked by symptoms like fever, 
severe headache, muscle aches, 
chills and shaking. 

ALASKA Democrat Mark Begich 
claimed victory yesterday in the 


race for an Alaska seat in the 
U.S. Senate, defeating six-term 
Republican incumbent Ted 
Stevens. Stevens, convicted last 
month on corruption charges, 
trailed Begich by 2,374 votes as 
the vote count ended, reuters 


Obama faces bank battle 


ECONOMY President-elect 
Barack Obama and con¬ 
gressional Democrats face 
a tough test proving that 
they want to fix the U.S. fi¬ 
nancial system after taking 
millions of dollars in cam¬ 
paign donations from 
banks and Wall Street. 

Decisions loom on rein¬ 
ing in the securities mar¬ 
kets, shoddy lending prac¬ 


tices and regulatory fail¬ 
ures behind the worst U.S. 
economic crisis in decades. 

The fight raises ques¬ 
tions about whether Wash¬ 
ington is capable of over¬ 
hauling the industiy, given 
that politics in the U.S. cap¬ 
ital is heavily influenced 
by money donated by busi¬ 
ness interests to win access 
and influence. reuters 


Tibet seeks way to independence 


TALKS Tibetans could push 
for independence from 
China if exile groups meet¬ 
ing this week in India de¬ 
cide that is their only op¬ 
tion, the prime minister of 
the Tibetan government- 
in-exile said yesterday. 


Frustrated at the lack of 
progress in talks with Bei¬ 
jing, hundreds of Tibetans 
are meeting in the Indian 
town of Dharamsala, the 
exiled Tibetans’ headquar¬ 
ters, searching for a way 
forward. reuters 


wCareer Finder 
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PIZZA 73 HAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE. We 

offer flexible scheduling ideal for students, as well as full time 
opportunities with benefits and unlimited potential for growth 
within our company. We are looking for dynamic individuals with 
exceptional customer service skills and great keyboarding ability 
to join our team. We offer a variety of flexible shifts from 4PM 
- SAM, with part time and full time positions available. Previous 
Call Centre and / or Sales experience is an asset. Base salary is 
supplemented by commission plus shift premiums. Our Call Centre is 
directly connected to the Bay Station LRT and bus transit stop at 103 
Street and Jasper Avenue. We provide secure parking in our heated 
parkade in the evenings as well as transportation home for closing 
shifts on the weekends. We have a great view, a large lunch room 
equipped with Cable TV, and a casual dress working environment. 



Russia Dangerous world of Russian journalism 



Svetlana Kuryshkina, common-law wife of Mikhail Beketov, stands in front of his house in Khimki 
outside Moscow yesterday. Beketov lies in a coma in after a savage beating a week ago. He is 
close to becoming the latest reporter killed after daring to challenge the dangerous world where 
Russian politics and business overlap, supporters and family members said yesterday. 



Ecco Shoe Store | 780.428.0200 | 10511 109th Street | Next door to Donovan s 
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Get a bundle 
you can bank on. 




Most reliable 
home phone* 


All 

digital TV 


Most secure 
High Speed access** 




Save over 15%* with a 
bundle you can bank on. 

From $80.95/mo.‘ for 1 year, 
with 1 month FREE! 


^^telus 

the future is friendly 


Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundle or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 

TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


Malls 

Downtown 

West 

St. Albert 

Kingsway Garden Mall 

West Edmonton Mall 

Southgate Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

City Centre Mall 

Northgate Mall 

TELUS Plaza North 

14903 - 118th Ave. 

St. Albert Centre 

Unit 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 
20 Muir Dr. 


*0ffer available until December 31,2008 to residential clients in select locations with a 1,2 or 3 year TELUS TV service agreement. Starting on month 13 bundle rate will be $85.95/month. Prices may vary for existing clients on a TELUS Long Distance, Eligh Speed Internet, or TV service agreement. tl month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed to 
TELUS High Speed Internet or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right to modify the channel line-up, prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requirements apply. IBased on total service disruptions and outages experienced by clients in the past year. **Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools. © 2008 TELUS. 
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Laws for senior drivers insufficient 



In Step 


A s Ontario pre¬ 
pares to imple¬ 
ment tougher 
legislation on 
new drivers, one 
father in particular has 
been at the foreground of 
the campaign to convince 
the Ontario government to 
implement zero tolerance 
rules for drinking and 


speeding. 

Tim Mulcahy began his 
fight in July after the death 
of his 20-year-old son Tyler, 
who crashed through a 
guardrail following an af¬ 
ternoon of drinking. Two 
other passengers were also 
killed, leaving Tyler’s girl¬ 
friend the lone survivor. 
Mr. Mulcahy later learned 
that his son had a histoiy of 
speeding tickets. He now 
argues that Tyler could 
have been alive today if his 
licence had been revoked. 

Several Canadian pro¬ 
vinces have been clamping 
down on teen drinking and 
driving. Manitoba and Nova 
Scotia have zero-tolerance 
policies, and Ontario’s laws 


While age is not nec¬ 
essarily a sentence to 
throw away the car 
keys, inevitable 
changes do occur 
with hearing, vision, 
depth perception, 
flexibility and 
reaction time. 

are said to be the strictest in 
the coimtiy. 

While many would ap¬ 
plaud a decision to impose 
tougher rules — given the 
numerous tragic outcomes 
when you blend youthful 
zeal, alcohol and vehicle 


speed — there is another 
growing deadly phenome 
non that we need to con¬ 
front: Cognitively declining 
seniors who keep on driving, 
even when they have be¬ 
come a danger on the road. 

This hazard is too often ig¬ 
nored because of obvious 
sensitivities pertaining to in¬ 
dependence and autonomy. 
To the credit of many sen¬ 
iors, they self-regulate their 
driving habits like avoiding 
rush-hour traffic, inclement 
weather conditions and 
driving at night. 

These seniors recognize 
that while age is not neces¬ 
sarily a sentence to throw 
away the car keys, inevitable 
changes do occur with hear¬ 


ing, vision, depth perception, 
flexibility and reaction time. 

But the toughest chal¬ 
lenge is when mental func¬ 
tioning is too declined for 
the senior to even recognize 
a problem exists. Then it is 
up to family members and 
doctors to collaborate, a diffi¬ 
cult task given relationships 
can be ruined in the process. 

Overall, there is insuffi¬ 
cient provincial legislation 
aimed at protecting vulnera¬ 
ble seniors and other drivers 
they share the road with. Mr. 
Mulcahy lobbied for govern¬ 
ment regulations before 
more tragedies could happen 
to families whose hands are 
tied. We also need to explore 
regulations for seniors. 


While it has long been a 
celebrated tradition to point 
out the dangers of youth 
recklessness, seniors are set¬ 
ting a new benchmark when 
it comes to our roads. 

In Ontario, the 80-plus age 
group is the fastest growing, 
while Canada-wide, 70 per 
cent of driver’s licence hold¬ 
ers are 55 and older. That 
percentage is rapidly acceler¬ 
ating. The Canada Safety 
Council now warns that sen¬ 
ior drivers have more colli¬ 
sions than any other age 
group — a time sensitive is¬ 
sue we need to address now. 


Christine Williams is the producer and host 
of the live current affairs daily talk show 
On the Line at CTS TV in Burlington, Ont. 



Word on the street: Are you cutting back this holiday season? 


Leanne 

Davies 

age 52, 
Edmonton 


Kristjan 

Weigl 

age 2 % 
Edmonton 


Erika 

Johnson 

age 31, 

Edmonton 



A: I will be buying 
two people a $25 
restaurant gift cer¬ 
tificate this year, 
less than what I 
did last year. 


A: Yes. fm going 
on a trip and will 
have to cut back 
my spending. 


A: Probably. I 

think it's the re¬ 
sponsible thing to 
do. I don't want 
others to feel obli¬ 
gated to spend a 
lot on me. 



Shannon Alison Ash Sani 

Conway Reid f 

age 18, Toronto age 46, Halifax Vancouver 



A: Yes, because I 
don't have a job 
anymore and I 
can't afford my 
lifestyle of con¬ 
stantly spending. 


A: No, I'm pretty 
minimal with my 
shopping anyway. 


A: No, not at all. It 
has not been that 
bad for the small 
business I work for 
— actually, it's 
been better finan- 


Metro Life Panel 

Results from the Canadian 
Metro Life Panel (374 re¬ 
spondents): 

Yes: 62.9%; No: 37.1 % 

Will you spend more, less 
or about the same this hol¬ 
iday? 

On food and entertainment: 
More: 9-3 %; Less: 37.4 %; 
About the same: 53.3 % 

On gifts: 

More: 4.4 %; Less 49.2 %; 
About the Same: 46.4 % 

On Boxing Day/Week 
Sales: 

More: 10.4 %; Less 48.6 %; 
About the Same 40.9 % 


METRO Edmonton 
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Edmonton, AB T5J 3H1 
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THE NEW 
OWNER’S 
GUARANTEE 


No System Access Fees 

Free text alerts for budget control 

No term contract necessary 

We give back with FidoDollars™ every time 

you use your phone 


SHOP FIDO.CA 

Drop by a store 
Call 1-866-301-3436 


the new 


fido 


Giving low prices a good home. 


NEW PLANS FROM 


MONTH 


PER 


GET 

A PHONE 

on the 
house 

With 2-year Fido™ Agreement.^ 


Other phones available 


IF YOU SHARE OUR CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, PLEASE USE ONLINE BILLING. VISIT FIDO.CA/BILLING. 


1 . A one-time activation fee of $35 per line applies. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roaming charges and any additional options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. 2 . Early 
cancellation fees aoolv. Offers and oricinq subiect to chanqe without prior notice. ™ Fido & desiqn and FidoDollars are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. ©2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 
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Here's one 
great reason 
to love the 
holidays. 



Earn 3x PC® points on all 
President's Choice® products 
purchased with your PC Financial® 
MasterCard® or bank card at 
participating supermarkets where 
PC® products are sold. 

Offer ends January 8th, 2009. 


Start collecting PC points today! 

1-866-PC POINTS (727-6468) 


pc points •CO 


Extra Foods 



Bonus PC points only with PC Financial® MasterCard® or 
bank card. Each multiplier offer is calculated separately. 
®MasterCard trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 
Marks used under licence. All other trademarks property 
of Loblaws Inc. President's Choice Financial MasterCard 
provided by President's Choice Bank. President's Choice 
Financial personal banking services provided by the direct 
banking division of CIBC. PC points program provided by 
President's Choice Services Inc. 


Boeing shares fall to 5-year low on earnings worries 

Boeing Co. shares tumbled 6.5 per cent to a nearly five-year low yesterday as analysts expressed concerns 
about the plane maker and defence contractor meeting profit estimates over the next two years, reuters 
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Green bailout acceptable: CAW 


Chance for Obama to make his mark 


Governments are within 
their right to set con¬ 
ditions on vehicle fuel effi¬ 
ciency as part of any multi- 
billion-doUar support deal 
with the auto industry, 
says the head of the Cana¬ 
dian Auto Workers union. 

CAW president Ken 
Lewenza said such a 
“strategic investment” 
must be tied to Canada’s 
long-term economic secu¬ 
rity. Increasingly, labour 
unions and trade associa¬ 
tions have been tying that 
future to green-collar job 
creation. 

“Do I think the govern¬ 
ment could put on restric- 


• The precarious situation De¬ 
troit finds itself in offers an op¬ 
portunity, critics say, for U.S. 
president-elect Barack Obama 

tions? Yes. Any strategic in¬ 
vestment decisions from 
government should have 
connections to jobs and 
connections to what con¬ 
sumers are looking for, 
and if that’s a green strate¬ 
gy, then that’s appropri¬ 
ate,” he said. 

Both federal and Ontario 
government officials are 
heading to Washington 


to fulfill a campaign promise 
of putting one million U.S.- 
built plug-in hybrids on the 
road by 2015. 

this week as U.S. legisla¬ 
tors debate whether to 
grant another $25 billion 
US in loan guarantees to 
Detroit’s big three — Gen¬ 
eral Motors Corp., Ford Mo¬ 
tor Co. and Chrysler LLC. 
Federal Industry Minister 
Tony Clement has hinted 
Canada could play a role in 
the bailout. 

The latest request for 


help follows $25 billion in 
loan guarantees that were 
granted in September on 
the condition that the 
money would be used to 
make more fuel-efficient 
vehicles. 

The auto giants are now 
asking for more money to 
pay bills and stave off 
bankruptcy. 

But some industry critics 
say any further loan guar¬ 
antees should be tied even 
closer to green-vehicle 
manufacturing, and that 
government needs to accel¬ 
erate a transition away 
from fossil fuels. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Chrysler Canada 
to cut jobs, offices 

AUTO Chrysler Financial 
Canada said yesterday it is 
closing offices across the 
country to cut costs, a 
move that will affect about 
145 of its employees, or 
nearly half its workforce. 

Facing a plunge in North 
American vehicle sales, 
the company said it will 
close its Calgary office im¬ 
mediately, and will shutter 
its Montreal office and its 
current headquarters in 
Windsor, Ont., by May 1. 

REUTERS 


Credit-card options grow for banks 


Markets, credit 
troubling mining 

INDUSTRY Weakness in 
commodity markets as 
well as tight credit are 
causing huge cutbacks in 
capital spending and 
exploration in the Canadi¬ 
an mining industry, a sen¬ 
ior mining official said 
yesterday. 

“It has a huge impact on 
the mining industry 
because all the capital gets 
readjusted,” Jim Cowans, 
chairman of the Mining 
Association of Canada, 
told Reuters in an 
interview. “Investment 
gets either stopped or sig¬ 
nificantly reduced, so that 
has massive long-term 
repercussions.” reuters 


n brief 


SCANDAL A natural-gas trader 
at the centre of Bank of Mon¬ 
treal's commodity trading scan¬ 
dal has pleaded guilty to mis- 
marking his trading book to 
pad his bonus, Manhattan's 
district attorney said yesterday. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


CREDIT CARDS Canada’s 
competition watchdog has 
freed Canadian banks to 
offer both MasterCard and 
Visa credit cards, lifting 
decades-old restrictions 
that made the banks 
choose one brand or the 
other. 

Canada's Competition 
Bureau has told financial 
institutions that it is no 
longer concerned about 
possible conflicts if they is¬ 
sue both cards as Master- 
Card and Visa are no 
longer owned by member 
banks. 

Even so, it may take 


“This is a fundamen¬ 
tal change to the 
business model 
in Canada.” 

Kevin Stanton 

some time before these is¬ 
suers make changes to 
their card lineups. 

“This isn’t just a flick of 
the switch for anybody,” 
Kevin Stanton, president 
of MasterCard Canada, said 
in an interview. 

“The banks have to work 
out what this means at a 


strategic level. They’ve 
been operating in a non¬ 
dual environment for 35 
years now, so this is a fun¬ 
damental change to the 
business model in Cana¬ 
da.” 

The top three card-is¬ 
suers in Canada are Visa-is¬ 
suers CIBC and Royal Bank, 
and MasterCard-issuer 
Bank of Montreal. 

MasterCard became a 
commercial organization 
several years ago, and 
went public in 2006. Visa 
became a public company 
earlier this year. 

REUTERS 



Economy Iceland awaits IMF loan 


Iceland's ambassador to Norway, Sigridur Dona Kristmundsdottir, left, and EU's ambassador to 
Iceland, Percy Westerlund, meet foreign media in Oslo yesterday. Iceland expects the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund to deliver on a proposed $ 2 -billion US loan for the country in “days, not weeks,” 
the country's Prime Minister Geir Haarde said. Iceland has been hit hard by the financial crisis. 
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Mexican tycoon sets eyes on Circuit City 

Mexican retail tycoon Ricardo Salinas Pliego owns 28 per cent of Circuit City and could buy 
more of the troubled U.S. electronics chain, a Salinas spokesman said yesterday, reuters 


businessii 


Auto execs plead for bailout 


Clement calls for CAW co-operation 


U.S. auto executives 
warned Congress 
yesterday that their indus¬ 
try was teetering on the 
brink of disaster as they 
pleaded for a $25-billion 
US aid package despite 
political opposition to an¬ 
other multibillion-dollar 
government bailout. 

The hearings come as 
government and business 
officials around the globe 
decide if, and how, they 
should commit billions of 
taxpayer dollars to bolster 
struggling automakers. 

Rick Wagoner, the head 


The Canadian Auto Workers 
union needs to co-operate in 
any proposed government aid 
package for the struggling au¬ 
to sector, Industry Minister 
Tony Clement said yesterday. 

of General Motors Corp., 
bluntly told the Senate 
Banking Committee why 
the executives were there. 

“This is about much 
more than just Detroit,” 
Wagoner said in his testi¬ 
mony. “It’s about saving 


“If we're in a situation where 
the Canadian government is 
coming to the table ... then I 
think it's in that spirit of co-op¬ 
eration that we would like the 
CAW at the table too,'' he said. 

the U.S. economy from a 
catastrophic collapse.” 

Wagoner; Robert Nardel- 
li, head of Chrysler LLC; 
Alan Mulally, CEO of Ford 
Motor Co.; and Ron Get- 
telfinger, head of the Unit¬ 
ed Auto Workers union, all 


testified yesterday. 

The reception from legis¬ 
lators was less cordial than 
what the well-paid execu¬ 
tives are used to. 

Senator Richard Shelby, 
an Alabama Republican 
and member of the com¬ 
mittee, has called the au¬ 
tomakers “failed models” 
and said they should file 
for bankruptcy. 

Criticizing the bailout, 
Kentucky Republican Sena¬ 
tor Jim Running said, “The 
proposal coming before 
the Senate tomorrow is not 
a serious one.” reuters 


Spain Workers protest Nissan job cuts 



Nissan workers protest against job cuts in Barcelona, Spain, yesterday. Japanese car maker Nissan 
said it will cut thousands of jobs at its factory in Barcelona due to weak demand. The banner 
reads, “No to 1,680 job cuts at Nissan. Yes to a business plan.” 


CTV to shed jobs amid financial woes 


MEDIA Citing a big drop in 
advertising revenue and 
the financial woes of some 
of its biggest customers, 
Canada’s largest television 
network CTV said it plans 
to cut jobs as part of a 
broader cost-cutting initia¬ 
tive. 

In an internal memo 
sent to all CTV staff yester¬ 
day, Ivan Pecan, president 


and chief executive officer 
of parent company CTV- 
globemedia said: “The 
worldwide financial situa¬ 
tion is causing sharp de¬ 
creases in advertising 
spending and even the po¬ 
tential bankruptcy of some 
of our single biggest cus¬ 
tomers. 

“We have concluded that 
it is no longer possible to 


maintain the current ‘sta¬ 
tus quo’ of our company’s 
operations,” Pecan said in 
the memo. 

In addition to a freeze on 
hiring across the network 
and on travel and enter¬ 
tainment spending. Pecan 
said there will be “some 
layoffs,” though details 
were not included in the 
memo, torstar news service 


Hall of Fame to 
welcome RIM duo 

RECOGNITION The duo 

behind one of Canada’s 
most successful 
innovations since the zip¬ 
per is to be inducted into 
the Order of the Business 
Hall of Fame. 

President and chief exec¬ 
utive officer Mike Laza- 
ridis and co-chief 
executive officer Jim Bal- 
sillie of Research In 
Motion (the company be¬ 
hind the BlackBerry phone 
and e-mail device) are to 
be inducted along with 
Jack Lynn Cockwell, group 
chairman of Toronto’s 
Brookfield Asset Manage¬ 
ment Inc.; Philippe and 
Nan-b de Gaspe Beaubien, 
the husband and wife duo 
behind Montreal’s Teleme¬ 
dia Inc.; and Joseph 
Rotman, chairman of Roy- 
L Capital Corporation and 
of the Canada Council for 
the Arts. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


n brief 


DIAMONDS Top diamond pro¬ 
ducer De Beers expects to cut 
back output at its two new 
Canadian mines by 10 to 20 per 
cent because of a recent drop 
in demand, De Beers Canada 
chief executive Jim Cowans 
said yesterday. 

NORTEL Even as losses and lay¬ 
offs mount at Nortel Networks 
Corp. and analysts raise ques¬ 
tions about the telecom equip¬ 
ment maker's future, its chief 
executive continues to believe 
the company can win market 
share and succeed. In an inter¬ 
nal memo sent to employees 
yesterday, Mike Zafirovski 
urges employees to “have faith 
that we will succeed in the 
end.” 

HOUSING Pervasive recession 
fears and financial market up¬ 
heaval hammered U.S. home¬ 
builder sentiment to a record 
low in November, the National 
Association of Home Builders 
said yesterday, dealing a signif¬ 
icant blow to an already flail¬ 
ing housing market. 

REUTERS 


And here's 
another. 



Earn 2x PC® points on all 
other products purchased 
with your PC Financial® 
MasterCard® or bank card 
at participating supermarkets 
where PC® products are sold. 

Offer ends January 8th, 2009. 


Start collecting PC points today! 

1 -866-PC POINTS (727-6468) 


pcpoints •CO 


Extra Fbods« %:flofrills. 

Super never cost so little: lower food prices 


Bonus PC points only with PC Financial® MasterCard® or 
bank card. Each multiplier offer is calculated separately. 
®MasterCard trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 
Marks used under licence. All other trademarks property 
of Loblaws Inc. President's Choice Financial MasterCard 
provided by President's Choice Bank. President's Choice 
Financial personal banking services provided by the direct 
banking division of CIBC. PC points program provided by 
President's Choice Services Inc. 
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Holyfield following in steps of George Foreman 

Boxer Evander Holyfield is returning to the ring at age 46 because he wants to become undisputed heavyweight champion again. Holyfield will fight seven-foot 
WBA champion Nikolai Valuev next month, aiming to become the oldest man to claim a world heavyweight title and the first to win it five times, metro news services 



Pedroia beats out Morneau for MVP 


Sports 


Boston’s Dustin Pedroia won the American League MVP award yesterday, becoming the 
first second baseman to earn the honour in almost 50 years. Pedroia led the AL in hits, 
runs and doubles in helping the Red Sox win the AL wild-card berth. He batted .326 with 
17 home runs and 83 RBIs and also stole 20 bases. B.C.’s Justin Morneau finished a 
distant second in the voting. metro news services 
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Oilers undress Jackets 



Dustin Penner celebrates his third period goal with Marc 
Pouliot and Sam Gagner last night. 


NHL RESULT 


Oilers 7 Blue Jackets 2 



THE SKINNY: An opportunis¬ 
tic offence and stellar goaltend¬ 
ing was the story as the Oilers 
built a 3-0 lead on their first 
eight shots and rode a 37 -save 
performance by Dwayne Rolo- 
son to the win to snap a three- 
game losing streak. 


THE BIG PLAY: Columbus 
had just narrowed it to 4-2 on a 
power-play goal by Rick Nash 
9:59 into the third period when 
R.J. Umberger broke in alone 
10 seconds later. Roloson 


stiffed him to keep it a two- 
goal game. 

THAT’S EFFICIENT: Sheldon 
Souray kick-started Edmonton's 
best offensive output this sea¬ 
son when he scored on the Oil¬ 
ers first shot on Pascal Leclaire. 
Andrew Cogliano made it 2-0 
on the fourth shot and Marc 
Pouliot made it 3-0 on the 
eighth shot. Edmonton had just 
19 shots. 


BACK AT IT: Dustin Penner 
returned to the lineup after 
two games as a healthy scratch 
and scored the 5-2 goal with a 
snapshot from the circle 12:06 
into the third period. 


SHOWCASE? With the Oilers 
still juggling three goaltenders, 
Roloson made his third straight 


start. Speculation is the 39 - 
year-old is being showcased for 
potential trading partners. 


THE NEXT GAME: The Oil 

ers host the Detroit Red Wings 
at Rexall Place tomorrow. 

robin BROWNLEE, FOR METRO EDMONTON 


Decision conning for Sundin 


NHL Mats Sundin appears 
to be aiming for a mid-De¬ 
cember comeback, with 11 
teams interested. 

“Mats is currently train¬ 
ing daily with the inten¬ 
tion to return,” Sundin’s 
agent, J.P. Barry said. 

“He may still decide not 
to play, however, if his 
training regimen doesn’t 
produce the results he ex¬ 
pects.” 

The former Toronto 
Maple Leafs captain 
is working out in 
Los Angeles, do- /// \ 

ing mostly stren- ^ 

gth and aerobic 
training. Barry 
says Sundin will 
likely start skat¬ 
ing before the 
end 



of November, making a 
mid-December return “a 
reasonable guesstimate.” 
Sundin remains the most 
sought-after free agent on 
the market. Peter Forsberg 
remains a question with a 
foot ailment, while Bren¬ 
dan Shanahan is believed 
to be in talks with the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

The teams believed to 
be interested in Sundin 
include the Vancouver 
Canucks (who offered 
him $20 million 
over two years in 
July), the Ottawa 
Senators, the 
New York Ran¬ 
gers, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning and 
the Flyers. 

TORSTAR NEWS 
SERVICE 
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Do it daily. 

To enter oil you hove to do is unscramble the MVSTERV A/IRUI ^ 
UJORD of the day and enter it at ujujui.metroneujs.cc^ 



SERVICE DIRECTORY 

TO ADVERTISE CALL 780.702.0592 
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NEED A MORTGAGE 


Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


DON'T LET 
YOUR SPACE 
GO TO WASTE I 

Advertise in the 
Service Directory 

Call now! 
780.702.0592 



NHL Habs lose third in four games 



Brandon Sutter has his shot stopped as he collides with Canadians goaltender Carey Price during 
the second period of their NHL game last night. Carolina beat Montreal 2 - 1 . 


Metro Supports Give Girls A Chance! 

Educate a Girl. Change the World. 


Cubs ink 
Dempster to 
$ 52 M deal 

MLB The Chicago Cubs have 
re-signed Canadian right¬ 
hander Ryan Dempster to a 
four-year 
contract ex¬ 
tension. Al¬ 
though 
financial 
terms were 
not revealed, 
the contract 
is believed to 
be worth $52 million US and 
it will keep him in a Cubs 
uniform through 2012. “Was 
there more money on the 
open market? I’m sure there 
probably was,” said 
Dempster. “But truthfully, 1 
don’t even care to know be¬ 
cause I’m happy with what 1 
have, and it’s more money 
than 1 could ever dream of 

getting.” METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Dempster 



Find out why, whether it's on native reserves 
in Canada or in Third World country villages, 
educating girls is the key not only 
to economic growth, better health and 
prosperity but our best bet in the battles 
against terrorism and AIDS 
by visiting: www.givegirlsachance.org 



Thanks for your part in making the world 
a better place by educating girls. 
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Als looking to avoid hometown distractions 

The Montreal Alouettes will move into a hotel this week to avoid Grey Cup distractions. The Als 
take on the Calgary Stampeders this Sunday at 6 p.m. at Olympic Stadium, metro news services 


sports 13 


Magic take down Raptors 


Magic 103 Raptors 90 


NBA Hedo Turkoglu scored 
16 of his 22 points in the 
fourth quarter, pacing the 
surging Magic to a 103-90 
victory over the Toronto 
Raptors, last night in Or¬ 
lando. 

Jameer Nelson and 
Rashard Lewis also fin¬ 
ished with 22 points for 
Orlando, winners in eight 
of its last nine games. 
Lewis also had eight re¬ 
bounds and five steals. 
Dwight Howard chipped in 
18 points and nine re¬ 
bounds before fouling out. 

Chris Bosh had a fabu¬ 
lous night, recording 40 
points and 18 rebounds on 
14-of-19 shooting, but the 
Raptors lost for the third 
time in four games. Jer¬ 
maine O’Neal had 16 
points and 10 rebounds, 
while Will Solomon scored 
10 in defeat. Solomon also 
accounted for seven of 
Toronto’s 24 turnovers. 

The big difference in the 
game was three-point 
shooting. Toronto went 2- 
of-14 from long distance, 
while the Magic went 11- 
of-23. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Orlando Magic forward Hedo Turkoglu, right, scored 16 points in 
the fourth quarter to lead the Magic to a 103-90 win over the 
Toronto Raptors despite a 40-point night from Chris Bosh, left. 


Jones ready for Ak 



Determined to win Sun¬ 
day’s Grey Cup game, natu¬ 
rally, are all the dudes 
who’ll be participating in it. 
But I’m inclined to suggest 
there’s a certain member of 
the Calgaiy Stampeder who 
is even hungrier and more 
obsessed about emerging 
victorious. 

This would be Chris 
Jones, the Stamps’ defen¬ 
sive co-ordinator. 

Jones, you see, was irate 
that the Montreal Alouettes 
refused to hire him as their 
head coach before this sea¬ 
son. He was livid that they 
rejected his application and 
instead selected Marc Trest- 
man, an NFL coaching 
castoff who had virtually no 
CFL experience. 

Jones had spent seven 
seasons as a Montreal assis¬ 
tant coach — five as the Als’ 
defensive co-ordinator — 


and, understandably, he 
felt he deserved a shot. 

Not that he ever went 
public with his fuiy. The 
University of Tennessee 
graduate is sharp enough to 
know how the political 
game is played in the CFL, 
and he realizes public criti¬ 
cisms usually get aspiring 
head coaches nowhere in 
the little league. 

So he bit his lip, and 
likely will continue to do 
so in Montreal this week 
while the Stamps and Als 
prepare to meet for CFL su¬ 
premacy. 

Jones certainly has let his 
friends know his feelings, 
however, and several tell us 
his anti-Montreal senti¬ 
ments haven’t exactly dissi¬ 
pated. 

“Chris wants revenge 
Sunday, no question about 
that,” a source close to 
Jones told me. 

“You won’t be off-base if 
you said he’s still bitter and 
wants to shove it down (the 
Als’) damn throats.” 

Quietly under Jones, the 
Stamps’ defence progressed 
from one of the CFL’s worst 
units last season to the veiy 
best. No CFL team yielded 


fewer points and fewer 
touchdowns this season 
than Calgary. 

“Chris is a great football 
coach and he deserves 
more credit than he seems 
to get,” said B.C. head 
coach Wally Buono, whose 
Lions were held to no TDs 
(six field goals) by the 
Stamps’ defence in last 
Sunday’s Western final. 
“You could score a lot on 
Calgaiy in the past, but not 
this year.” 

Jones’ first-hand knowl¬ 
edge of the Als’ offence 
gives the Stamps a notable 
edge. As he said in July, be¬ 
fore Calgaiy upset Montreal 
in the Als’ only meaningful 
loss at home this season, “1 
know the things (Montreal 
quarterback) Anthony 
Calvillo doesn’t feel com¬ 
fortable seeing and we’ll 
certainly tiy to exploit 
some of those if we can.” 

The Als lost that game 23- 
19, and I’m sensing a simi¬ 
lar outcome this Sunday. I’ll 
elaborate here later this 
week. 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 
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Cutest of 
them all 

Tiguan one good-looking 
SUV with features galore 



Never one to be afraid of 
being late to the party, 
Volkswagen has got wise 
to the current market 
trends and introduced its 
own small crossover SUV. 
The Tiguan is the result. 

Based on the same plat¬ 
form that underpins the 
Rabbit/GTI/Jetta triplets, 
the Tiguan is a compact 
five-seat station wagon on 
stilts that’s tilted more to¬ 
wards the higher end of 
that product bracket. 

Aimed squarely at the 
Toyota RAV4, Honda CR-V 
and Nissan Rogue, the 
Tiguan is arguably the best 
looking of the bunch, 
thanks to a combination of 


mini-Touareg and GTl 
styling cues. The Tig’ is ac¬ 
tually quite compact, look¬ 
ing smaller than a CR-V. 
Blacked out B and C pillars 
help sporty theme, while 
all models come with a 
small roof spoiler and 
front fog lights. 

Inside, the styling takes 
a turn away from previous 
efforts by using circular 
vents, knobs and other 
controls rather than the 
squared-off look in the Pas¬ 
sat, Jetta and Touareg. Ma¬ 
terial use is class leading as 
well, with good ergonom¬ 
ics and useful cubbies. 

Volkswagen claims the 
Tiguan provides “best-in¬ 


class comfort,” and that’s 
not just a tagline. The seats 
are multi-adjustable and 
supportive, while features 
like a panoramic sunroof 
and backup camera are 
luxurious options. 

While the standard eight- 
speaker AM/FM/CD/MP3 
player is more than accept¬ 
able, the all-new optional 
300-watt/eight-speaker sys¬ 
tem from DynAudio is fan¬ 
tastic. It also features a 
touch-screen and NAV sys¬ 
tem, along with Sirius satel¬ 
lite radio. 

Look under the hood, 
and you’ll spot Volkswa¬ 
gen’s corporate 2.0-litre 
turbocharged four-cylin¬ 
der, albeit a second-genera¬ 
tion version whose tweaks 
will roll out through the 
rest of the lineup in due 
course. 

Output remains 200 hp 
from 5,100 to 6,000 rpm, 
and 206 Ib-ft of torque 
from 1,700 to 5,000 rpm, 
which puts Tiguan as the 
class leader for power. Fu¬ 
el economy is decent as 
well: 11.6 L/lOO km city 
and 8.3 L/lOO km highway. 
That’s within about a half¬ 
litre for the CR-V, al¬ 
though significantly be¬ 
hind the class-leading 


2009 VW Tiguan 


Type: SUV 
Price: $ 27,575 
Engine: L4, DOHC, 2.0L, Tur¬ 
bo, Direct-injection 
HP: 200 


Highlights 

• Seats five 

• Good ergonomics 

• Many options including 
manual transmission 

Rogue’s 9.5/7.7. 

Transmissions are six- 
speeds across the board; a 
manual is standard on the 
base front-wheel drive 
model, while the rest get 
Volkswagen’s smooth 
manu-matic. 

As you’d expect from a 
cute-ute as this, Haldex- 
based 4Motion all-wheel 
drive is available as an op¬ 
tion on lower models and 
standard on higher trims. 

While not as hard riding 
or sporty as a CR-V, the 
Volkswagen does hold its 
own quite well. The steer¬ 
ing is accurate, although 
lacking in feel, and reac¬ 
tions under braking are 
quite predictable. The ‘ute 
doesn’t roll too much ei¬ 


ther, flowing along the 
trusting roads comfortably. 

Safety ranks above aver¬ 
age for the class, with ABS, 
stability control and tire- 
pressure monitoring on 
every model. Six airbags 
(front, front-side and full- 
length curtain) are standard 
as well, although Volkswa¬ 
gen makes you pay sepa¬ 
rately for rear-seat side 
airbags. 

Canadians get three ver¬ 
sions of the Tiguan, follow¬ 
ing the conventions set 
with the rest of the Volk¬ 
swagen lineup: Trendline, 
Comfortline and Highline. 

Trendline is the only ver¬ 
sion available with a man¬ 
ual transmission and/or 
front-wheel drive, and 
starts at $27,575. 

Next up is the Comfort¬ 
line, which at $33,975 
Volkswagen expects to be 
its most popular model. 

The loaded $38,375 
Highline features 18-inch 
wheels, 12-way power 
seats with memory fea¬ 
tures, auto-dimming interi¬ 
or mirror, automatic bi¬ 
xenon headlights, more 
chrome, dual-zone climate 
control, leather seats, rain 
sensor and Sirius. 

CARGUIDE STAFF 


2006 Smart Passion Cabrio 



David Morris 780.484 9000 ^ 

Fine Cars Ltd. please ask for dean or ian /T\ 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 

desmail@dmfc.ca Mercedes-Benz 


Model makeover 

New features for Phaeton 



Volkswagen has started 
shipping the latest version 
of the Phaeton to European 
markets. 

Following its debut at the 
Paris Motor Show, Volkswa¬ 
gen has announced a num¬ 
ber of revisions to the 
Phaeton luxury sedan with 
new features being added 
to the model range. 

Inside, new touchscreen 
satellite navigation and cli¬ 
mate control systems are 
part of a redesigned centre 
console, alongside a re¬ 
freshed instrument cluster 
and multifunction display. 
Side Scan blind-spot moni¬ 
tor is now available as an 
option on the Phaeton for 
the first time, building on 
the already extensive list of 
safety equipment fitted to 
the vehicle. 

This technology, currently 
available on the Touareg, 
monitors the area next to 
the vehicle and acts as a 
lane changing aid with an 
audible alert and a small 
warning lamp in the wing 
mirrors to warn of the dan¬ 
ger of collision. 

Other options new to the 
Phaeton are a rear-view cam¬ 
era and the powerful 1,000- 
watt Dynaudio soundpack, 
which includes 12 speakers. 
Subtle design tweaks have al¬ 
so been made to the exteri¬ 
or, including a revised front 
grille featuring a three-di¬ 
mensional Volkswagen 
roundel. 

A range of new metallic 
paint finishes and three new 
alloy wheels, in 17-, 18- and 
19-inch designs, have also 
been added. 

The Phaeton is available 
with a 3.0-litre V 6 TDI 240 
hp with DPF (diesel particu¬ 
late filter) or 6 . 0 -litre W12 
450 hp gasoline engine. 
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RAV4 gets mid-life makeover 



The 2009 Toyota RAV4 features a number of mid-cycle changes and is now being produced at 
Toyota's huge new assembly facility in Woodstock, Ont. 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 


One of the biggest 
automotive stories in 
Canada is unfolding in 
Woodstock, Ont. 

That’s the site of the gi¬ 
gantic, new Toyota assem¬ 
bly plant that is now start¬ 
ing to roll out its first prod¬ 
uct, the 2009 RAV4 com¬ 
pact SUV. 

The current generation 
RAV4 and the Woodstock 
plant site were both 
launched in 2006. In fact, 
the Canadian debut of the 
RAV4 took place where the 
facility now stands. 

With RAV4 North Amer¬ 
ican production shifting 
to Ontario, a few changes 
have been made in what 
amounts to a mid-life re¬ 
freshing that results in 
two engine/transmission 
and three trim level (Base, 
Sport, Limited) choices for 
six basic combinations. If 
you add in optional pack¬ 
ages, there are 14 ways to 
order a RAV4 from Wood- 
stock. 

The biggest change is 
an all-new 2.5-litre inline 
four-cylinder engine that 


produces 179 hp (up 13 
hp) and 172 Ib/ft (up 7 
Ib/ft) of torque over the 
2.4-litre engine in the 
2008 RAV4. And better, 
the new engine is almost 
five per cent more fuel ef¬ 
ficient at 9.7/7.2/8.6L/100 
km city/highway/com¬ 
bined compared to 
10.1/7.7/9.0L/100 km for 
the 2.4-litre. Standard 


transmission is an elec¬ 
tronic four-speed auto¬ 
matic. 

The other engine is a 3.5- 
litre, DOHC V6 with 269 
hp and 246 Ib/ft of torque 
delivering 11.1/7.7/9.6L/100 
km city/highway/com¬ 
bined. The transmission 
here is an electronic five- 
speed automatic. 

All RAV4s come with 


what Toyota calls its Ac¬ 
tive Torque Control four- 
wheel-drive that is actual¬ 
ly more of a “slip and 
grip” all-wheel-drive sys¬ 
tem that has a coupling 
placed just in front of the 
rear differential. Based on 
where the sensors find 
traction is the best, the 
coupling is electromag- 
netically activated if 


2009 Toyota RAV 4 


Type: Compact SUV 
Price: 2.5-litre: Base, $ 26 , 500 ; 
Sport, $30,165; Limited, 
$31,635. 3.5-litre: Base, 
$29,100; Sport, $31,920; Lim¬ 
ited $33,890 
Engine: 2.5-litre, four- 
cylinder, 16-valve DOHC; 3.5- 
litre DOHCV 6 
HP: 179-269 


Highlights _ 

• More power 

• Better fuel efficiency 

• More backseat space 

torque to the rear as is 
needed. In most cases, 
the RAV4 will be running 
in a front-drive mode and 
that, in turn, helps con¬ 
serve fuel consumption. 

All 2009 RAV4s are 
equipped with Vehicle Sta¬ 
bility Control (VSC) incor¬ 
porating traction control. 
This is integrated with 
electric power steering for 
surprising precise steer¬ 
ing. With all systems 
working, there was no 
sense of getting out of 
shape. 

In adverse conditions 
like heavy snow or ice, a 


switch can turn off the 
VSC. 

Braking is by four discs 
with ABS, electronic Brake 
Force Distribution (EBD) 
and Brake Assist. 

Now on sale across Cana¬ 
da, the base 2.5-litre RAV4 
carries a starting price of 
about $26,500 with the 
Sport starting at $30,165 
and Limited at $31,635. 
Suggested starting prices 
for V6-equipped models 
are the Base at $29,100, 
Sport at $31,920 and Limit¬ 
ed at $33,890. 

There are some visual ex¬ 
ternal changes for 2009 
that start with different 
grille and front-bumper de¬ 
signs to distinguish the 
Base and Sport models 
from the Limited. Fog 
lamps found on the Sport 
and Limited are not avail¬ 
able on the Base. 

While the car industry 
seems to be in upheaval, 
Toyota is reporting sales 
records. And at a time 
when slowdown is becom¬ 
ing the rule of the day, Toy¬ 
ota continues to invest and 
grow in Canada. 

And much of that is riding 
on the 2009 RAV4 that’s 
coming out of Woodstock. 


Consumer mag lists 
best buys of 2009 


RATINGS Thirty-six vehicles 
and 14 companion models 
received Best Buy ratings 
from U.S.-based Consumers 
Digest out of some 240 total 
2009 models. 

The ratings span 10 cate¬ 
gories: Small Cars, Family 
Cars, Luxuiy Cars, Sporty 
Cars, Pickups, Minivans, 
Compact SUVs, Midsize SU- 
Vs, FuU-size/Luxuiy SUVs and 
Hybrids. The Best Buys — 
based on behind-the-wheel 
testing, safety ratings, own¬ 
ership costs, warranty, price, 
comfort, ergonomics, styling 
and amenities — reflect 
CD’s assessment of which 
2009 vehicles offer the most 
value for the money. 

Five Small Cars received 
Best Buys: Honda Civic, 
Honda Fit, Mazda3, Nissan 
Versa and Toyota Corolla. 

Six Family Car Best Buys 
are: Chevrolet Malibu, Ford 
Taurus, Honda Accord, Mer- 
cuiy Sable, Nissan Altima and 
Toyota Camiy/Camiy Solara. 

Four Luxury Cars re¬ 
ceived Best Buys: Acura RL, 
Cadillac CTS, H 5 mndai Gen¬ 
esis and Lincoln MKS. Six 
Sporty Car Best Buys are: 
BMW 3-Series, Chevrolet 
Corvette, Infiniti G37 
coupe, MINI Cooper/Coop¬ 
er Clubman, Pontiac Sol¬ 
stice and Saturn Sky. 

Four Pickups and six Mini- 


Drop in U.S. cars 

A notable fact relating to 
the 2009 Best Buys com¬ 
pared with Consumers Di¬ 
gest's 2008 recommenda¬ 
tions is a decline of three to¬ 
tal Best Buys for U.S. au¬ 
tomakers, from 27 to 24 a 
year ago. Asian automakers 
increased by three, from 19 
Best Buy models to 22 . 

vans earned Best Buys: 
Chevrolet Silverado 1500, 
Dodge Ram 1500, GMC Sier¬ 
ra 1500 and Toyota Tundra 
are the top pickups, and 
Chiysler’s Town & Coimtiy, 
Dodge’s Grand Caravan, 
Honda’s Odyssey, Hyundai’s 
Entourage, Kia’s Sedona and 
Volkswagen’s Routan are the 
best minivan values. 

Five Compact SUV Best 
Buys include: Ford Escape, 
Mazda Tribute, Mercury 
Mariner, Nissan Rogue and 
Volkswagen Tiguan. Six 
Midsize SUV Best Buys in¬ 
clude: Buick Enclave, 

Chevrolet Traverse, Ford 
Flex, GMC Acadia, Mazda 
CX-9 and Saturn Outlook. 

Four Hybrid Best Buys in¬ 
clude: Ford Escape Hybrid, 
Mazda Tribute Hybrid, 
Mercury Mariner Hybrid 
and Toyota Prius. 
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Scottish celebrations 

With the year-long celebration dubbed Homecoming Scotland 2009 approaching, there are more festivities than usual planned for 
St. Andrew's Day, Scotland's national day, which is Nov. 30. Visit scotland.org/standrews for more information, metro news services 


Travel 


Text ^check-in’ 


4 


A new remote service from British Airways will let 
passengers check in over the phone. Whether soaking up 
the last rays of sun on a tropical beach, in the back of a 
taxi or still at the hotel, travellers will be able to log on to 
ba 2 go,com, then enter a booking reference and surname 
and sign up for a favourite seat. metro world news 
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History and mystery in Harran 


TheTravelJu^e 


Julia / 
Dimon 

juliadimon.com 


— yelashes caked 
with dust, I make 

— my way through 
the storm like a 

_ lost desert dweller 

separated from her own 
archeological dig. 

In Harran, a tiny town 50 
kilometres away from Urfa 
in Southeastern Turkey, 
sand storms are as com¬ 
mon as kebabs. Blowing in 
from neighbouring S 5 n’ia, 
this thin blanket of dust 
fills the sky with a sepia 
fog making visibility (and 
photography) difficult. Yet, 



The grand mosque of Harran is the oldest mosque built in Southeastern Anatolia. 


it adds to the mysteiy of 
Harran, a place made fa¬ 
mous by its historic and re¬ 
ligious significance. 

Existing as early as 2000 
BC, Harran is said to be 
“one of the oldest continu¬ 


ously inhabited spots on 
earth.” According to the 
Old Testament, Abraham 
lived here for a time and 
his father died here. They 
call Harran one of the 
birthplaces of the three 
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monotheistic religions: Ju¬ 
daism, Christianity and Is¬ 
lam. 

Today, a visit to Harran 
means touring the relics of 
Islamic antiquity. The ru¬ 
ins of the grand mosque, a 
castle and the traditional 
beehive houses, can all be 
seen here. 

According to a rusty sign 
at the site, the grand 
mosque of Harran is the 
oldest mosque built in 
Anatolia and is a good ex¬ 
ample of Islamic architec¬ 
ture. Also known as Para¬ 
dise Mosque, this monu¬ 
ment was built between 
744-750 AD and is believed 
to be the site of the first Is¬ 
lamic university. 

While it must have been 
highly impressive back 
then, time and war haven’t 
been kind to this former 
mosque/learning institu¬ 
tion. Walking around the 
ruins, straining to see 
through the snarling sand 
storm, 1 have to wonder. 
Thousands of years from 
now, will our own cities be 
left to crumble, buried un¬ 
der the dust of time for fu¬ 


ture tourists to find? 

From the ruins of the 
grand mosque, 1 walk a 
few minutes to find Har¬ 
ran’s famous beehives 
houses, traditionally con¬ 
structed in conical, ant 
hill-esque shapes. 

Dating back some 200 
years, the houses were 
built with bricks gathered 
from the ruins of historical 
Harran. Domes are typical¬ 
ly five meters in height 
with 30 to 40 rows of brick. 
They accommodate the cli¬ 
mate, providing habitants 
with “cool” in the summer 
and warmth in the winter. 

This tourist attraction 
draws busloads of thirsty 
visitors looking to sip sug- 
aiy tea, seek refuge from 
the oppressive heat and 
see these unusual clay 
homes. 

Slurping on strong Turk¬ 
ish coffee, 1 catch up with a 
rowdy tour group of 50- 
plus Israelis, on a ten-day 
tour of Eastern Turkey. 
Their group has come to 
this holy land to learn 
about their biblical begin¬ 
nings. 


Ruti Millar, a tour guide 
that comes to this region 
five times a year, tells me 
“this area is special and ex¬ 
citing because it’s the gen¬ 
esis of our history.” 

While Israelis (or people 
with Israeli stamps in their 
passports) aren’t permitted 
to travel to Syria, Iraq or 
Iran, Turkey is quite wel¬ 
coming. “The Turkish peo¬ 
ple are wonderful and very 
warm,” she continues. 
“We’ve come here to meet 
them, see the sights and 
learn about different cul¬ 
tures.” 

This is what drew me to 
the region of Southeastern 
Anatolia. It was a chance to 
see another side of Turkey, 
one that goes beyond the 
tourist traps of cosmopoli¬ 
tan Istanbul and the coun¬ 
try’s Mediterranean sea¬ 
side resorts. 

A visit here delves into 
the ancient histories of the 
Middle East ... under the 
veil of a good Syrian sand¬ 
storm. 

Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, 
airing on OLN; juliadimon.com. 


Julia’s tips 


• Anatolia Travels offers 
tours to Harran and other 
parts of Eastern Turkey. Visit 
anatoliatravels.com for 
more information. 



Beehive houses, Harran's famous tourist attraction, are tradition¬ 
al homes dating back some 200 years. 
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Mormon Musical in the works 

South Park creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone are taking a comedy musical about the Mormon faith to Broadway. The pair have 
teamed up with Jeff Marx, the brain behind the successful stage comedy Avenue Q, to develop a script for Mormon Musical, imdb.com 
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Connery tees off 

Sean Connery is delighted he will help 
open Donald Trump’s $i.5-billion US 
golf course resort in Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland, because it will boost the 
country’s image around the 

world. IMDB.COM 
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Jackson may be 
too ill to travel 

LEGAL Singer 
Michael 
Jackson may 
be too sick 
to travel to 
London to 
give evi¬ 
dence in a Jackson 
breach of 

contract court case against 
him brought by a son of 
the king of Bahrain, his 
lawyer said yesterday. 

Robert Englehart 
presented a medical report 
on, which was not read out 
in open court. “On a best- 
case prognosis, it would be 
unwise for him to travel 
given what he’s got now,” 
he told the High Court. 

Magazine eyes 
video-game role 

GAMING National Geo¬ 
graphic is getting into the 
video game business. 

Through its for-profit 
unit National Geographic 
Ventures, the nonprofit 
National Geographic Soci¬ 
ety is set to announce that 
it has created National Ge¬ 
ographic Games. 

The division’s first game, 
Herod’s Lost Tomb, was de¬ 
veloped in-house and is a 
free download for PC, Mac 
and the iPhone. NGG is al¬ 
so coming out with games 
for Nintendo’s Wii, Sony’s 
PlayStation 3 and hand¬ 
held devices. reuters 
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Miley Cyrus gets animated 


Teen star supplies voice in new film Bolt 



Miley Cyrus supplies the voice of Penny, a young actress who must 
cope with the loss of her pet pooch in the animated film Bolt. 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


It’s hard to believe that 
Miley Cyrus is only 15 
years old. In just her short 
decade-and-a-half, the su¬ 
perstar has already had 
the hit TV sitcom Hannah 
Montana, a number one 
album and become so 
popular with teens, she’s 
seen her face emblazoned 
on everything from jewel¬ 
ry to bedding and more. 

“1 was looking for hand 
sanitizer and someone 
whipped out my face on (a 
bottle of) hand sanitizer,” 
said the young actress dur¬ 
ing a recent interview in Los 
Angeles. “That was weird.” 

If C 5 U’us’ age is hard to 
distinguish by her exten¬ 


sive body of work and 
stunning success, it be¬ 
comes slightly more evi¬ 
dent when you meet her. 
After all, when discussing 
her new animated movie 
Bolt, Cyrus displays the en¬ 
thusiasm of an excited 
teenager. 

“It’s kind of weird but 
it’s fun,” Cyrus said about 
her first foray into 
voiceover work. “You’re 
making facial expressions 
as you say the lines so 
you’re like, ‘OK, are my fa¬ 
cial expressions that I’m 
making right here going to 
match what really happens 
in the movie?”’ 

In the charming film, 
Cyrus supplies the voice of 
Penny, a young actress 
who must cope with the 
loss of her beloved pooch 


Bolt — voiced by John Tra¬ 
volta — after her pup/co- 
star accidentally gets 
shipped across America. 

While Bolt journeys his 
way home to Hollywood, 
he picks up such traveling 
companions as Rhino, a 
high-strung rodent housed 
in a clear hamster ball. 

“I wanted to (play him) 
so bad. I don’t care that 
I’m a girl. I wanted to play 
the little boy hamster. He’s 
so cute I want to squeeze 
him everytime I see him,” 
says Cyrus. “I know there’ll 
be a I^ino movie because 
all the kids are going to fall 
in love with him.” 

While moviegoers will 
have to wait until the film 
opens Friday to discover 
Rhino, Cyrus has already 
earned her own mass of 


worldwide admirers — and 
more impressively — the 
respect of her legendary 
co-star. 

“She’s an amazing young 
woman, very sophisticat¬ 
ed,” said Travolta about the 
teen sensation. Although 
the pair didn’t voice to¬ 


gether for the movie, they 
did record a duet for Bolt, a 
song co-written by C 3 rrus. 

“Miley is kind of the 
Olivia Newton-John of to¬ 
day and getting to sing 
with her made me so popu¬ 
lar with my kids. I dined 
out a lot on that one.” 
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Sophie 

The title of this new episode is 
“The Lost Weekend,” but let’s 
hope it doesn’t bear any resem¬ 
blance to the classic film of that 
name. Sophie (Natalie Brown) 
takes her mom (Mimi Kuzyk) on 
a spiritual retreat, leaving little 
Robbie in the care of Estelle 
(Sara Botsford) for the first time. 
Do wacky baby-sitting hijinks 
ensue? Well, this is a sitcom. 
8:30 PM on CBXT 



Life 

Is it the handcuffs? When a 
drug dealer and an elementary- 
school teacher are found dead 
in a bad part of town, it looks 
like a typical drug deal gone 
bad. But the investigation takes 
a turn when Crews and Reese 
(Damian Lewis, Sarah Shahi) 
discover the dead teacher was 
a woman who exclusively dat¬ 
ed cops — a “badge bunny.” 
Could the killer be one of their 
own? Then Crews and Jennifer 
(Jennifer Siebel) address their 
complex relationship. 10 PM 
on KHQ 
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Celebrity Buzz 



Garner delights Affleck with gaming-suite plans 

Actress Jennifer Garner dealt her poker-playing husband Ben Affleck a winning hand when she surprised 
him with her plans to build a private gaming suite for him in their home, femalefirst.co.uk 


Madonna warns 
against marriage 

PEOPLE Madonna has 
reportedly told pop star 
Britney Spears never to get 
married again, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The singer, who recently 
announced she is 
divorcing Guy Ritchie 
after nearly eight years of 
marriage, has allegedly ad¬ 
vised mother-of-two 
divorcee Spears not to 
walk down the aisle again. 

“Britney asked Madonna 
if she will ever many 
again after her split from 
Guy. Madonna not only 
said she wouldn’t but told 
Britney to forget about 
marriage. She said it just 
doesn’t work for girls like 
them,” a source close to 
Madonna told gossip web¬ 
site AbsoluteNow.com. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



Sutherland recalls 
painful jail time 



PEOPLE Months after Kiefer 
Sutherland completed his 
seven-week jail sentence 
for DUl, the 24 star still 
shivers at the thought of 
what he endured. Peo¬ 
ple, com reports. 

“There’s no smoking,” 
Sutherland, 41, tells Men’s 
Vogue in its December/Jan- 
uaiy issue, which hits 
newsstands Tuesday. 
“The lights never go 
out, 24/7. You can’t 
cover an34:hing. You 
can’t even put your 
head under a blanket 
All the cells have 
cameras ir 
them.” 

Although 
Sutherland has 
resumed smok¬ 
ing, the knowl¬ 
edge that he 
could go 48 
days without 
his Gamels is a 
comforting 


thought. 

“My drinking was not a 
daily thing, so it wasn’t an 
issue. And, oddly enough, 
neither was the smoking,” 
he tells the magazine, 
adding, “1 was veiy glad to 
know that 1 could quit. 
And one day soon 1 will.” 

One thing that didn’t 
work out, he says, was 
the roommate situation. 

“1 was told, you 
know, ‘You’ll have your 
own cell.’ But 1 didn’t 
for the first two or three 
weeks; 1 had a cell 
mate,” he says. 
“He got out, 
but not for 
long. He 
came back in 
pretty 
quick.” 

24’s new 
season be¬ 
gins Sunday. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Scarlett flattered by 
being Katy's muse 



PEOPLE Some stars get fan 
mail. Scarlett Johansson 
got a platinum-certified 
single, People.com reports. 

When told that her lips 
inspired Katy Perry to pen 
her hit 1 Kissed A Girl, Jo¬ 
hansson, who recently 
married Ryan Reynolds, 
tells December’s Allure, 
“That’s flattering, but my 
lips are kind of taken.” 

In fact, until Perry’s 
melody was pointed out 
to her, “1 had no idea 
(about the song),” says 
Johansson, 24. “1 

should get a cut!” 

Yet when the topic 
of how she met 
Reynolds, 32, comes 
up, Johansson cuts off 
the conversation. 

“Nobody knows,” she 
says. “It’s private. It’s our 
story.” 

And while she won’t 
reveal the details of their 
past, Johansson does ex¬ 
hibit a carefree mindset 


toward the future. 

“1 always wanted to get 
married and have kids,” 
she says. “1 just never had 
any preconceived 
idea about what 
that would be 
like ... My life 
seems to be 
happening nat¬ 
urally.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Kidman Veeling* 
at leaving baby 

FAMILY Nicole Kidman ad¬ 
mitted she was “reeling” 
Tuesday at the Sydney pre¬ 
miere of her new epic Aus¬ 
tralia, but not from the 
cameras or crowds, 
People.com reports. 

What had her so 
stressed? The actress and 
her husband, Keith Urban, 
had to leave four-month- 
old daughter Sunday Rose 
back home in Nashville, 
Tenn. — half a world away. 

“1 had to leave her for 24 
hours,” Kidman said. “1 
haven’t done that yet and 
so I’m still reeling.” 

Still, the Oscar-winner 
said missing the premiere 
was simply not an option. 
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wake up and smell the free coffee. 


Cohen crashes 
set of Medium 


ANTICS Production on Patri¬ 
cia Arquette’s hit TV drama 
Medium came to a halt re¬ 
cently when comic Sacha 
Baron Gohen invaded the 
set as his fashion reporter 
creation Bruno, imdb.com 
reports. 

Filming was temporarily 
shut down as Baron Gohen, 
posing as an extra, was 
forcibly removed from the 
set after interrupting a 
tense courtroom scene. 

“No one had a clue it was 
Sacha playing Bruno. It’s 
amazing he was able to in¬ 
filtrate the set and pull this 
off,” an insider 
for the 
show tells 
ew.com. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Jolie not ready 
to retire yet 

CAREER Angelina Jolie has 
backtracked on her 
decision to “fade away” 
from acting, insisting 
she’s not ready to retire 
yet, imdb.com reports. 

The Oscar winner 
recently suggested she was 
finished with films, and 
wanted to quit so she 
could spend more time 
with her six children and 
partner Brad Pitt. 

Hinting her retirement 
was imminent, she said, “1 
don’t plan to keep acting 
very long. I’m ready to do 
a few things now 
and fade away 
and get ready to ^ 
be a grandma 
one day.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICESy^ 


Washington still bitter? 


an 


CONTROVERSY Actor Isaiah 
Washington is still bitter 
about the way he was oust¬ 
ed from hit medical drama 
Grey’s Anatomy be¬ 
cause reports sug¬ 
gested he attended 
rehab sessions to 
conquer his alleged] 
homophobia, 
imdb.com reports. 

The star was fired 
from the show after 
on-set altercation with 
Patrick Dempsey, in/ 
which he referred to 
gay castmate T.R. 
Knight as a f-—. 

But Washington in¬ 
sists the whole inci¬ 
dent was blown out 
of proportion, and 
suggestions he need¬ 
ed counselling for his 
comments are all 
wrong. 

“The rehab thing! 


was incorrect,” he says. 
“There’s no such thing as 
rehabilitation. 1 was given 
an opportunity to go to ex¬ 
ecutive counselling so 1 
would get away from the 
media. The world still 
thinks 1 taunted T.R. 
Knight and called him 
the F-word, which 1 did¬ 
n’t.” 

Washington left 
the show at the 
beginning of 
last year. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Spears compares 
her life to prison 

PEOPLE Britney Spears says 
her life is like being in 
prison, femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The singer suffered a pub¬ 
lic breakdown earlier this 
year resulting in her father 
Jamie becoming co-conser¬ 
vator of her estate, but has 
recently wowed fans with 
her sleek new image after 
getting her personal life 
back on track. However, 
Spears has revealed she is 
not completely happy. 
“There’s no 
excitement, 
there’s no 
[passion. 1 have 
really good 
^days, and 
Then 1 have 
Ibad days,” 
[Spears said. 

METRO NEWS 
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Photos of Hilton 
may upset beau 


RELATIONSHIPS Paris Hilton 
may be in hot water with 
her rocker bo 3 dfiend Benji 
Madden after photos of her 
and former beau Stavros 
Niarchos flirting in a club 
were published, imdb.com 
reports. 

The socialite was spotted 
getting friendly with her 
shipping heir ex, whom 
she dated for more than a 
year, before they split in 
2006. 

But Hilton seemed to be 
. on good terms 
>with Niarchos as 
4 they partied 
^ ^together in Mia- 
|mi, Fla., hotspot 
V Mokainight- 
iclub over 
the week¬ 
-end. METRO 
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Today ^ Thursday , Friday 

Sun & Cloud Mix 4 Sun & Cloud Mix Cloudy/Flurries 

- 4 ^- 6 '^ 4 ^ 1C/-8C 2C/-6C 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favorite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 



BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 


entertainment 19 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


I Sandwich letters 
4 Massage 

7 Eins, zwei, — 

8 Gives a hoot 
10 Existence 

II Charlie’s staff 

13 2008 Greg Kinnear film 

16 Shark part 

17 Rough woolen fabric 

18 Conk out 

19 Coop group 

20 Ballet leap 

21 Expositions 

23 Attention-getting light 


25 “My bad” 

26 Connect 

27 Dandy 

28 Cheech’s partner 
30 Eventual aves 

33 Here today, gone 
tomorrow type 

36 Arm holder 

37 Pollster’s find 

38 Hamstrings 

39 Green land 

40 “Mayday!” 

41 “CSl” evidence 


Crossword down 


1 “Family Guy” dog 

2 Photog’s choice 

3 More constricting 

4 Gamut 

5 Incited 

6 Existed 

7 Where heros are made? 

8 Small restaurants 

9 Pitcher’s option 

10 Closest pal, to a texter 
12 Hotel accommodation 

14 Possesses 

15 Witness 

19 That guy’s 

20 One of the Brady bunch 


21 Puts one over on 

22 Shock 

23 Type selection 

24 Illumi-nated 

25 Vacationing 

26 Singer Norah 

28 Medical treatment, for 
short 

29 Urticaria 

30 Beethoven’s “Fidelio,” 

e.g. 

31 Bam roof adornment 

32 Moreover 

34 Vast expanses 

35 Ms. Brockovich 


PREVIOUS DAYS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Chinese Beef Stir-Fry 

INGREDIENTS: 

7 oz (200 g) lean beef steak 
itsp (10 mL) cornflour 
1 tsp (5 mL) five-spice powder 
1 carrot, peeled 
1 small leek, trimmed 
6 spring onions, sliced diago¬ 
nally 

1/2 red pepper, seeded and cut 
into strips 

3.5 oz (100 g) dried rice 
noodles 

11/2 tbsp (20 mL) soy sauce 
11/2 tbsp (20 mL) rice wine 
11/2 tbsp (20 mL) vegetable 
oil 

1 large garlic clove, finely 
chopped 

1/3 inch (2 cm) piece fresh gin¬ 
ger, peeled and finely chopped 
1 red chili pepper, seeded and 
finely chopped 

METHOD: 

1 . Cut meat across the grain in¬ 
to 2 -inch ( 5 -cm) wide pieces, 
then cut each piece into very 
thin strips. Place in a small 
bowl with cornflour and five- 
spice powder. Mix until meat is 
coated. 

2 . Cut carrot and leek into 2 - 
inch ( 5 -cm) lengths, then cut 
each piece into thin 
matchsticks. Put in a bowl 
along with spring onions and 


red pepper. 

3 . Soak noodles in a bowl of 
lightly salted boiling water for 
3 minutes. Drain and refresh 
in cold water, then drain 
again. Combine soy sauce, rice 
wine and 11/2 tbsp (20 mL) of 
water in a small jug or bowl. 

4 . Place a wok or large frying 
pan over high heat. When hot, 
add 1 tbsp (15 mL) oil and, 
when it has just begun smok¬ 
ing, toss in meat and stir-fry 
for 2-3 minutes until cooked 
through. Remove with a slot¬ 
ted spoon. Add remaining oil 
with garlic, ginger and chili 
pepper. Stir-fry for 30 seconds, 
then add vegetables and toss 
around for another 30 seconds. 

5 . Stir in soy sauce mixture 
and, as soon as liquid is 
bubbling, mix in drained noo¬ 
dles then meat. Serve immedi¬ 
ately, with soy sauce to sprin¬ 
kle over the top. 

SERVES 2 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

Be cautious but not fearful. 
Other people are on some 
weird kind of a tangent. Avoid 
making radical changes in your 
home. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21 -MAY 21 




A depressing problem will soon 
be solved. Optimism is re¬ 
quired to improve your circum¬ 
stances. Avoid telling secrets to 
a stranger. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



A love life improvement is 
coming soon. Watch out for 
unpredictable drivers. Do not 
repeat an idiotic error. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



A financial windfall is on the 
way. Rage blows over quickly 
when faced with silence. A 
man talks tough because he's 
compassionate. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


You’ll get a blessing in disguise. 
Difficulties arise in a damaged 
friendship. Carelessness in 
money matters provokes se¬ 
vere regret. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Don’t go looking for a fight. 
Use humour to deflect criti¬ 
cism. Mediocrity disappears 
when maturity kicks in. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

There’s shocking news about a 
former partner. Tend to your 
chores in spite of a persistent 
daydream. Take notes when a 
friend introduces fresh ideas. 


SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Somebody's sharp tongue 
leaves you feeling miserable. 
Nervous tension is increasing 
again. Any act of kindness will 
be rewarded. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

A joyful reunion is coming 
soon. A puzzling turn of events 
surprises you. A harmless per¬ 
son comes to your rescue. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Plans are thwarted by a gutless 
person. Refuse to be miserable 
about minor failures. Remove a 
guilty secret from your con¬ 
science. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Don’t take any unnecessary 
risks. A pleasant surprise is due 
at any moment. Impediments 
will become stepping-stones. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Help a friend over a rough 
patch. Be scrupulous in clear¬ 
ing up obstacles. Make a phone 
call to reinforce an important 
relationship. 


WORDY gurdy; 




BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 


1. Obtained a hotel rollaway bed (1) 

I I I ■ I I 1 


2. Mad British stage king’s javelins (1) 

I I I I I ■ I I I I I I 


3. Chunky offspring of a rooster (1) 

I I I 1 I 11 f I I I I 


4. Tidy avenue ( 1> 

I I I I ■ I I I I I I 


Eveiy answer is a rhyming 
pair of words (like FAT CAT 
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 
they will fit in the letter 
squares. Tlie number after the 
definition tells you how many 
syllables in each word. """ 


5. Comedienne Joan trembles with cold (2 


I I I I I I ■ I I I I I in 

6. Give a military 

y si 

gn of respect to a lu 

g (2) 

I I I I I I 

■ Mill 

u 


7. Dressing table’s sea cow designs (3) 

I I I I I I I ■ I I I I I I I I 


saaxvMvw saxinva t xootvo axmvs a saaAiHS saaAiH s 
xaaaxs xvaN p aomo hoihx e savads savaa z xoo xoo i 

saaAVSKV 


This day in history 

NOV. 19,1493: Christopher Columbus goes ashore on an island he 
first saw the day before. He names it San Juan Bautista (later 
renamed Puerto Rico). 

NOV. 19,1916: Samuel Goldwyn and Edgar Selwyn estabhsh Gold- 
wyn Pictures (the company later became one of the most success¬ 
ful independent filmmakers). 

NOV 19,1950: US. General Dwight D. Eisenhower becomes 
supreme commander of NATO-Europe. 

NOV 19,1955: National Review pubhshes its first issue. 

NOV 19,1969: Football player Pele scores his 1 , 000 th goal. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 























































































































































































































































Q ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

CENTRAL 

10176 - 109 St. 

(780) 426-2355 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 488-6622 
Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200 -102 Ave. 

(780) 421-4540 
EAST 

Capilano Mall 
(780) 450-6880 
6839 - 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 
(780) 465-5271 

SOUTH 

Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 - 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 

(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 

(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 

9715 - 137 Ave. 

(780) 456-5339 

WEST 

West Edmonton Mall Phase I 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 

(780) 484-4758 

West Edmonton Mall Phase II 
(by skating rink) 

(780) 413-9855 

West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 

(780) 443-3040 

West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
10013 - 170 St. 

(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 - 170 St. 

(780) 489-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020-100 Ave. 

(780) 539-7148 
FT. McMURRAY 

Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
LEDUC 
6104-50 St. 

(780) 986-0986 
RED DEER 

Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 

ST. ALBERT 

Inglewood Town Centre 
(780) 419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 

(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 

993 Fir St. 

(780) 417-2355 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 

iQl ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

Capilano 
(780) 469-1133 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
Whyte Avenue 
(780) 439-7223 
Millbourne 
(780) 462-4559 
Jasper Ave. 

(780) 423-5530 
Terrace Plaza 
(780) 469-1377 
Jasper Gates 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 484-1191 
Heritage Village 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Clareview Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Corners 
(780) 435-8099 
Lakeside Landing 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
FT. McMURRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 
Northern Lights 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 
RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
(403) 309-3700 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

Grande Prairie 
(780) 532-1100 
SHERWOOD PARK 

Sherwood Park Mall 
(780) 416-1775 
Lakeland Ridge 
Shopping Centre 
(780) 449-1750 
Sherwood Centre 



THE NEW 

BLACKBERRY PEARL FLIP 


ON SELECT 3-YEAR PLANS 


The only BlackBerry that flips 
Easy SureType® keyboar(d 
Available in black or pink 


BlackBerry. 


BLACKBERRY® 
CURVE™ 8320 


BLACKBERRY^ 

BOLD™ 


BLACKBERRY'^ 
PEARL™ 8120 


rogers.com/perfectgift 

CANADA'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK^ 
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(780) 416-2330 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Grove Plaza 
(780) 962-5458 

ST. ALBERT 
St. Albert Centre 
(780) 418-1681 
Inglewood Centre 
(780) 458-3636 
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Offer subject to change without notice. 1 With subscription to new 3-year Voice and Data plan having minimum $35 monthly service fee. Early cancellation fees apply. +Most reliable network claim refers to call clarity and dropped calls test results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized 
third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM footprint, comparing voice services of major wireless providers. BlackBerry,® RIM,® Research In Motion,® SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of 
Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. 

™Trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license, or of Rogers Wireless. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. 





























































